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Philippians 2:1-16 KJV 

2 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.9 Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 
That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I 
may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

Ephesians 1:1-14 KJV 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he 
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we 
should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 
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2 Timothy 2:1-15 KJV 

2 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier. 5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 6 The 
husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give 
thee understanding in all things. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the 
dead according to my gospel: 9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word 
of God is not bound. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, 
we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will 
deny us: 13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 14 Of these things put 
them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but 
to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 KJV 

10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 
11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 
endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing 
of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 KJV 

4 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in 
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
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which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing. 

persecution (uncountable)  

1. The act of persecuting.  

2. A program or campaign to subjugate or eliminate a specific group of people, often based on 
race, religion, sexuality, or social beliefs. 

(from Wiktionary http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/persecution) 

Persecution of Christians 

The persecution of Christians is religious persecution that Christians sometimes undergo as a 
consequence of professing their faith, both historically and in the current era. In the two thousand years 
of the Christian faith, about 70 million believers have been killed for their faith, of whom 45.5 million or 
65% were in the twentieth century according to "The New Persecuted" ("I Nuovi Perseguitati").[4] 200 
million Christians are persecuted in the world, especially in Arabia and parts of Asia. 

 

A Christian Dirce, by Henryk Siemiradzki.  A Christian woman is martyred under Nero in this re-
enactment of the myth of Dirce (painting by Henryk Siemiradzki, 1897, National Museum, Warsaw). 

 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/persecution
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persecution 

PERSECU'TION, n. The act or practice of persecuting; the infliction of 
pain, punishment or death upon others unjustly, particularly for 
adhering to a religious creed or mode of worship, either by way of 
penalty or for compelling them to renounce their principles. Historians 
enumerate ten persecutions suffered by the Christians, beginning with 
that of Nero, A.D. 31, and ending with that of Diocletian, A.D. 303 to 
313. 

1. The state of being persecuted. 

Our necks are under persecution; we labor and have no rest. 
Lam.5. 

(from Noah Webster's 1828 American Dictionary http://www.1828-
dictionary.com/d/search/word,persecution) 

Lamentations 5:1-21 KJV 

1 Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. 2 Our inheritance is 
turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. 3 We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. 
4 We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold unto us. 5 Our necks are under persecution: 
we labour, and have no rest. 6 We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be 
satisfied with bread. 7 Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their iniquities. 8 
Servants have ruled over us: there is none that doth deliver us out of their hand. 9 We gat our bread 
with the peril of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness. 10 Our skin was black like an oven 
because of the terrible famine. 11 They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah. 
12 Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of elders were not honoured. 13 They took the young 
men to grind, and the children fell under the wood. 14 The elders have ceased from the gate, the young 
men from their musick. 15 The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning. 16 The 
crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned! 17 For this our heart is faint; for these 
things our eyes are dim. 18 Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. 
19 Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation. 20 Wherefore dost thou 
forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time? 21 Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be 
turned; renew our days as of old. 22 But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth against us. 

http://www.1828-dictionary.com/d/search/word,persecution
http://www.1828-dictionary.com/d/search/word,persecution
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2 Timothy 3:1-4:5 KJV 

3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also 
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 9 But they shall proceed no 
further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. 10 But thou hast fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, 
which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all 
the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But 
evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But continue thou 
in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

affliction 

AFFLIC'TION, n.  

1. The state of being afflicted; a state of pain, distress, or grief. 

Some virtues are seen only in affliction. 

2. The cause of continued pain of body or mind, as sickness, losses, calamity, adversity, 
persecution. 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous. Ps. 34. 

(from Noah Webster's 1828 American Dictionary http://www.1828-
dictionary.com/d/search/word,affliction) 

http://www.1828-dictionary.com/d/search/word,affliction
http://www.1828-dictionary.com/d/search/word,affliction
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Psalms 34 KJV 

34 I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2 My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together. 4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 5 
They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. 6 This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them. 8 O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the 
man that trusteth in him. 9 O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. 10 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. 11 
Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 12 What man is he that 
desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? 13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. 14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. 16 The face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. 21 Evil 
shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 22 The Lord redeemeth the soul 
of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 

 


