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We believe the passage in Acts 28:28-31 is when the Apostle Paul declares to the Jewish 
leadership that the final opportunity for their acceptance of Jesus as Christ is over. From 
that point on the message for the plan of salvation is now authorized to be sent from the 
Gentiles, apart from Israel.  
 
Prior to this point in scripture, salvation was always either through or with the Jew. At 
this point the nation of Israel has been put on hold but will be still receive the promises 
and blessings made to them through Abraham in the future (when Elijah restores the 
revealed plan of God).  
 
However, for the first time in scripture, Paul declares that whosoever will accept Christ, 
they become a member of the body of Christ where Christ is the head. This is now the 
beginning of the church which is of His body which has its own calling, blessings, and 
inheritance separate from Israel. To explain this “hidden plan”, Paul then begins to write 
the final 7 books in scripture, chronologically (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Titus, 
Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy.)  
 
The reason we describe this calling as the hidden purpose is that it was hidden in God, 
before the foundation of the world and not revealed until Paul was told to do so in 
Ephesians 3:9. The primary name given to us by the Apostle Paul for the special body of 
truth during this timeframe is called “The Mystery” (Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:25-26) 
and it is our calling for today. 
 
There are several positions in Christendom on when the Church of the One Body began.  
Those would be in Acts 2, Acts 9, Acts 13, and Acts 28.  We obviously claim it was after 
the announcement Paul made in Act 28:28. 
 
Setting the stage 
 
Acts 1:1-11 (KJV) 
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given 

commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 
3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of 

them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 

Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 

hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 

restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath 

put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 

unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. 

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel; 
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11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. 

 
Acts 1:15-17 (KJV) 
15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names 

together were about an hundred and twenty,) 
16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the 

mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 
17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 
 
The Apostle Paul was not one of the 12 apostles identified to carry on Jesus’ earthly 
ministry.  What was that ministry? 
 
Matt 15:24 (KJV) 
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 
Acts 13:23 (KJV) 
 
23 Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: 
 
Matt 10:5-8 (KJV) 
5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 

and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 
6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely 

give. 
 
Romans 15:8 (KJV) 
8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the 

promises made unto the fathers: 
 
John 20:19-21 (KJV) 
19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 

disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. 

20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
 
Mark 16:15-20 (KJV) 
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall 

speak with new tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall 

lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 

hand of God. 
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 

word with signs following. Amen. 
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1 Corinthians 1:22 (KJV) 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
 
1 Corinthians 14:21-22 (KJV) 
21 In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and 

yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 
22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 

prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
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Acts 2 Position 
 
Acts 2:1-6 (KJV) 
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 

house where they were sitting. 
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. 
5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 
6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because 

that every man heard them speak in his own language. 
 
Acts 9 Position 
 
Acts 9:1-16 (KJV) 
1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 

the high priest, 
2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 

whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 
3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light 

from heaven: 
4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard 

for thee to kick against the pricks. 
6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said 

unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him 

by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 
11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in 

the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 
12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he 

might receive his sight. 
13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to 

thy saints at Jerusalem: 
14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 
15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 

before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 
 
Acts 13 Position 
 
Acts 13:1-12 (KJV) 
1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 

Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up 
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 
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4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed 
to Cyprus. 

5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: 
and they had also John to their minister. 

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for 
Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the faith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 
10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all 

righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for 

a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking 
some to lead him by the hand. 

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the 
Lord. 

 
Acts 28 Position 
 
Acts 28:17-31 (KJV) 
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they 

were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in 
me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought 
to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for 
the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 

21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of 
the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every 
where it is spoken against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he 
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. 

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 
25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 

Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 
26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing 

ye shall see, and not perceive: 
27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 

they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they 
will hear it. 

29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves. 
30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 
31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 

with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 
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The first book written chronologically after Acts was Ephesians.  Notice how Paul 
specifically addresses the Gentiles and explains an incredibly unique position that the 
Gentiles have in the Body of Christ… This body of truth is called the mystery and it was 
hidden in God before the foundation of the world… but was now revealed through the 
apostle Paul after the close of Acts. 
 
This is when the church began!!! 
 

Ephesians 3:1-9 (KJV) 
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 
2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 

Christ by the gospel: 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the 

effectual working of his power. 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among 

the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 

world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
 
Colossians 1:23-28 (KJV) 
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 

gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister; 

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, 
to fulfil the word of God; 

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints: 

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

 


