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Luke 1:4-9  (KJV) 
4  That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 5  There was in the days 
of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7  And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, 
and they both were now well stricken in years. 8  And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office 
before God in the order of his course, 9  According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
 
1 Chr 24:7-19  (KJV) 
7  Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 8  The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9  The 
fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10  The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 11  The ninth to Jeshua, 
the tenth to Shecaniah, 12  The eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13  The thirteenth to Huppah, the 
fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 14  The fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 15  The seventeenth to Hezir, the 
eighteenth to Aphses, 16  The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezekel, 17  The one and twentieth to 
Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, 18  The three and wentieth to Delaiah, the four and twentieth to Maaziah. 19  
These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the LORD, according to their manner, 
under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded him. 
 

This was the eighth of the priestly courses of ministration in the Temple (I Chron. 24:10), and occurred, as did 
the others, twice in the year. 

The “Courses” were changed every week, beginning each with a Sabbath.  The reckoning commenced on the 
22d day of Tisri or Ethanim (see Jewish Sacred Months).  This was the eighth and last day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles = the “Great Day of the Feast”  (John 7:37), and was a Sabbath (Lev. 23:39) 

The first course fell by lot to Jerhoiarib, and the eighth to Abia or Abijah (I Chron. 24:10).  Bearing in mind that 
all the courses served together at the three Great Feasts, the dates for the two yearly “ministrations” of Abiah will be 
seen to fall as follows: 

The first* ministration was from 12-18 Chisleu = December 6-12. [* Reckoning of course from Ethanim or 
Tishri –the First month of the civil year.  The sacred year was six months later, and began on lst Nisan.] The 
second ministration was from 12-18 Sivan = June 13-19. 
 

The Jewish Sacred Months 
(the Civil months are six months later than the Sacred months). 

Sacred 
Month 

Name of Month Corresponding 
English Month 

Festival During that Month 

1 Abib, or Nisan April 14th day The Passover 
   16th day Firstfruits of Parley Harvest Period 
2 Zif May 14th day Second Passover, for those who could not keep 

the first 
3 Sivan June 6th day Pentecost, or Feast of Weeks.  Firstfruits of 

Wheat harvest, and Firstfruits of all the ground. 
4 Thammuz July   
5 Ab August   
6 Elul September   
7 Tisri, or Ethanim October 1st day Feast of Trumpets 
   10th day Day of Atonement 
   15th day Feast of Tabernacles, Firstfruits of Wine and Oil 
8 Bul November   
9 Chisleu December 25th day Feast of Dedication 
10 Tebeth January   
11 Shebat February   
12 Adar March 14th and 

15th days 
Feast of Purim 
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1st course of Abia 

2nd course of Abia 

(2) JTB conceived 

(3) 6mo’s later Angel visits 
Mary. Conception of Jesus 

(7) Jesus born 9/29, 4

Arguments for the timing 
anchored after the 2nd 
course of Abia: 
 
(1) Pregnant Mary would 
not travel in dead of 
winter for census. 
 
(2) Shepherds and flocks 
would not be found in 
open fields at night in 
winter. 
 
(3) Roman taxation would 
be during peak harvest, 
not during off season. 
 
(4) Most Jewish people 
were going up to 
Jerusalem for Feast of 
Tabernacles. Roman tax 
easy to collect at this 
time. 

(1) 1st ministratio
Chisleu = Dec 6

(2) 

(
M

(4) Mary visits Elizabeth
JTB jumps in womb 

(5) Mary visits 
about 3 mo’s 

(6) John Born 

(

J

 
 

 

 

 

 

(1) 2nd ministrati
Sivan = June 13

(4) Mary visits E
JTB jumps in wo

(6) John Bo

BC 

(5) Mary vis
about 3 mo

n – 12-18 
-12 

JTB conceived 

3) 6mo’s later Angel vis
ary. Conception of Jes

, 

7) Jesus born ? 3/29, 4
F

 

 

 

 

on 12-18 
-19, 5BC 

lizabeth, 
mb 

rn 

its 
’s 

its 
us 

BC 
M

 
A
M

J

J

A

S

O

N

D

J

(1)  Luke 1:5, 1 Chron 
F
 

24:10, John 7:37, Lev. 
23:39. 
 
(2) Luke 1:23, 39 
 
(3) Luke 1:36-38 
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(4) Luke 1:39-55 
 
(5) Luke 1:56 
 
(6) Luke 1:57-80 
 
(7)  Luke 2:1-21 
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Source – Appx 179, Companion Bible 
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Luke 1:5-80; Matt. 1:18-25; 1 Chr. 24-19
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