The Real Christmas Story Timing of the Lord’s Birth

Luke 1:4-9 (KJV)

4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 5 There was in the days
of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren,
and they both were now well stricken in years. 8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office
before God in the order of his course, 9 According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense
when he went into the temple of the Lord.

1 Chr 24:7-19 (KJV)

7 Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 8 The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 9 The
fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 10 The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 11 The ninth to Jeshua,
the tenth to Shecaniah, 12 The eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 13 The thirteenth to Huppah, the
fourteenth to Jeshebeab, 14 The fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer, 15 The seventeenth to Hezir, the
eighteenth to Aphses, 16 The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to Jehezekel, 17 The one and twentieth to
Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, 18 The three and wentieth to Delaiah, the four and twentieth to Maaziah. 19
These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the LORD, according to their manner,
under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded him.

This was the eighth of the priestly courses of ministration in the Temple (I Chron. 24:10), and occurred, as did
the others, twice in the year.

The “Courses” were changed every week, beginning each with a Sabbath. The reckoning commenced on the
22d day of Tisri or Ethanim (see Jewish Sacred Months). This was the eighth and last day of the Feast of
Tabernacles = the “Great Day of the Feast” (John 7:37), and was a Sabbath (Lev. 23:39)

The first course fell by lot to Jerhoiarib, and the eighth to Abia or Abijah (I Chron. 24:10). Bearing in mind that
all the courses served together at the three Great Feasts, the dates for the two yearly “ministrations” of Abiah will be
seen to fall as follows:

The first* ministration was from 12-18 Chisleu = December 6-12. [* Reckoning of course from Ethanim or
Tishri —the First month of the civil year. The sacred year was six months later, and began on Ist Nisan.] ~ The
second ministration was from 12-18 Sivan = June 13-19.

The Jewish Sacred Months
(the Civil months are six months later than the Sacred months).
Sacred Name of Month  Corresponding  Festival During that Month

Month English Month
1 Abib, or Nisan ~ April 14™day  The Passover
16™day  Firstfruits of Parley Harvest Period
2 Zif May 14" day Second Passover, for those who could not keep
the first
3 Sivan June 6" day Pentecost, or Feast of Weeks. Firstfruits of
Wheat harvest, and Firstfruits of all the ground.
4 Thammuz July
5 Ab August
6 Elul September
7 Tisri, or Ethanim  October 1% day Feast of Trumpets
10" day  Day of Atonement
15" day Feast of Tabernacles, Firstfruits of Wine and Oil
8 Bul November
9 Chisleu December 25" day Feast of Dedication
10 Tebeth January
11 Shebat February
12 Adar March 14" and Feast of Purim

15" days
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Luke 1:5-80; Matt. 1:18-25; 1 Chr. 24-19

F

(1) 1* ministration

Chisleu = Dec 6-12

—12-18

(2) JTB conceived

@)

Jesus born ? 3/29, 4BC

(6) John Born

(5) Mary visits
about 3 mo’s 3)

* 2" course of Abia

Arguments for the timing
anchored after the 2™
course of Abia:

(1) Pregnant Mary would
not travel in dead of
winter for census.

(2) Shepherds and flocks
would not be found in
open fields at night in
winter.

(3) Roman taxation would
be during peak harvest,
not during off season.

(4) Most Jewish people
were going up to
Jerusalem for Feast of
Tabernacles. Roman tax
easy to collect at this
time.

Mary. Conception of Jesus

6mo’s later Angel visits

\

(4) Mary visits Elizabeth,
JTB jumps in womb

D

\F

(3) 6mo’s later Angel visits
Mary. Conception of Jesus

(4) Mary visits Elizabeth,
JTB jumps in womb

(5) Mary visits
about 3 mo’s

(6) John Born —p

Northside Bible Church

(7) Jesus born 9/29, 4B

(1) 2" ministration 12-18
Sivan = June 13-19, 5BC

(2) JTB conceived

S~

A

A

M

(1) Luke 1:5, 1 Chron
24:10, John 7:37, Lev.
23:39.

(2) Luke 1:23, 39

(3) Luke 1:36-38

(4) Luke 1:39-55

(5) Luke 1:56

(6) Luke 1:57-80

(7) Luke 2:1-21

Source — Appx 179, Companion Bible
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APPENDIX 179,

179

I. PARALLEL DATINGS OF THE TIMES OF OUR LORD.
II. DATES OF “THE BEGETTING" AND THE NATIVITY, ETC.
III. “THE COURSE OF ABIA™,
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APPENDIX '179: PARALLEL DATINGS, ETC. (cont.).
1I.
DATES OF “ THE BEGEITING " (A2 gennsis, Matt, 1. 18, 20 (see R.V. marg). Jobn 1. 14-) OF OUR LORD AND
HIS BIRTH. (Luke 2.7, Jobm 1. -14.)
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APPENDIX 179: PARALLEL DATINGS, ETC. (cont.).

correctness of this view lies in the fact that the
date of * the Festival of Michael and All Angels '’ has
been from ‘I'l‘?' early times the 29th day of September,
on (fentile (Weatern) reckoning.

But “the Chureh"” even then had lost sight of the
reason why t.hii date rather than any other in the
Calendar should be so indissolubly associated with
the great Angelic Featival,

The follawing expresses the almost universal know-
ledga or rather want of knowledge of * Christendom ™ on
the subject : * We pass on now to consider, in the third
place, the commemoration of September 29, the featival
of Michaelmas, par ezcellence, It doss not appear at
ull certain what was the original special jdea of the
commemoration of this day ™ (Smith's Dict. of Chr.
Antigy. (L805), vol. il p. 1177 (8) ).

A reference, however, to the Table and statements
sbove, makes the “original specisl idea'' why the
Festival of “Michael and All Angels" is held on
September 28 abundantly elear. OQur Lord was born
on that day, the fivst day of the * Feast of Tabernacles™
{(Leev. 28, 30). , This was on the ffleenth day of the

seventh Jewish month called Tisrd, or Ethanim (Ap.
51. 5}.j corresponding to our September 29 (of the year
B}
The “Begetting® (genndsis) Day of the Lord was
announced by the Angel Gabrgel, noies on Dan. 8.
16, and Luke 1. 18

The * Birth " Da “(the) Angel of the Lord ™,
annamed in either

: t]gew and Luke.
That this Augelic Bein 1"

was * Michael the Archan
E}l Jude 9}, and Mikd'& hassar haggpddal—* Mic the

reat Prince"—of Dan. 12. 1, seems clear for the
following reason: If, “ when again (yet future) He
| bringeth the First-begotten into the world, He saith, Let

alf the Angels of (God worship Him'' (Heb. 1. 5;
iunting Pe. 97. 4)—then this mnst inclode the great

rohangel Michael himself, B& parity of reasoning,
g:gtnlm ﬂsr;z “‘E:in ing ';gi;lato 13 ]:mrlu:lb:: the ol\.qy

tten Son, & must have n present.
And the tremendons annomncement to the shepherds,
that the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9. 6) was on earth in the
mu of the Babe of Bethlehem, mnat therefore have
made by the same head of the heavenly host
(Loke 2.0-14). In mundane affairs, announcements of
supremest im (of kings, &e.) are invariably con-
vayed throngh the most exalted personage in the realm.
The point need not be laboored.

8. The fact of the Hirth of our Lord having been
revealed to the shepherds by the Archangel Michael
on the 15th of Tisrd (or Ethamim), corresponding to
B ber 28, 4 B.c.—the jfirst day of the Feast of
El mﬁ—muﬁ bave been known to believers in

e Apostolic Age. " But *the mﬂhry of iniquity "
which wes * already working™ in Paul's day {i%lmn.
2, 7) quickly enshrooded this and the other great fact
of the day of the Lord's * begetting '’ on the first day
of the Jewish month Tebeth {corresponding to Decembar
25, 5 m.c.)—as well as other events connected with
His sojonrn on earth,* —in a rising mist of obscurity in
which they have ever sinee been lost,

The earliest allusion to December 25 (moderm
reckoning) as the date for the Nativity is found in
the Stremata of Clement of Alexandrin, about the be-
giuming of the fhird century a.p. {See note 8, p. 197).2

That * Christimas " was & pagan festival loug before
the timne of our Lord is beyonid donbt. In Egypt Horus
{or Harpocrates?), the son of fnia {Queen eRven),
was born about the time of the winter solsticed By the
time of the early part of the fourth century a.p,, the
real veason for observing Christmas as the date for
the miraculons be&ettu;g of Matt. 1. 18 and “the
Word becoming flesh” John 1. 14 had been lost

1 Notably the day of the cruclfixlon, &c. (see Ap. 156, 165),

% His statemonts are, however, very vague, and he mentions
several dates claimed by others as correct,

3 Qalrls rolncarnated.

4+ BeoWilkinson's Ancient Egyptians, Vol IELp T {Birch's ed.),

ht of. The E]n]iq of Constantine, and his
ilon, by establishing universal freedom of religion
farthered this, When many of the followers of the old
Ee:am systems—the vast mng.mity of the empire, it must
remembered—adopted the Christian religion as &
cult, which Constantine had made fashionable, and the
* Church " became the Church of the Roman Empire,
they brought in with them, among a number of other
things emanating from Egyri aud Babylon, the various
Featival Days of the old * religions'. Thus* Christmas
Day,"” the birthday of the g;iun Horus (Osiris),
became graduslly snbstitoted the real Nafalis
BDomini of our blessed Baviour, viz. September 28,
or Michaelmas Day.

4. If, however, wo realize that the centre of gravity,

Edict of

80 to § , of what we call the Incarnation is
Tne ion ilself—the wondrous fact of the Divine
“hegetting "', Wl “the Word become flesh™ (see

att. 1, 18 and Jobn 1. 14)—aml that this is to
ted with December 25, instead of March—as
for 1,600 wyears Christendom lLag been led to believe—
then " Christmas ** will be seen in quite another light,
and many who have hitherto been troubled with scraples
coneerning the day Dbeing, as they have been l.u:ght,
the aoniversary of a Pagan festival, will ba enabled to
womh'%:n that Day without alloy of doubt, as the time
when st ous miracle whieh is the fonndation
stone of the Christian faith, came to .
The “ Anuunciation " by the Angel Gabriel marked the
genndms of Matt. 1,18, and the fivst words of John 1,14,
The aunconcement to the sheplerds by the Archangel
Michael marked the Birth of our 1.@::-&‘r John 1. 14 is
read as though “the Word became flesh (R.V.), and
dwelt among us ", were one and the same thing, where-
a8 they are fHivo clanses,
The paragraph should read thus:
“And the Word became :I%;sh; ; ;
{Gr. he lonos sarz e fo.
And tabernacled with (or mnong) us,” gene
(Gr. bai eskindsen en hémin),
The word tubernacled heve (preserved in B.V, marg.}
veceives beantifnl sipnificance from the Lkoowledge
that “the Lord of Glory " was * found in fashion
as a man", and thus tabanacling in human flesh, And
in turn it shows in equally beautiful significance that our
Lord was born on the fivat day of the t Jewish Feast
of Tabernacles, viz. the 15th of Tisri, corresponding to
September 29, 4 8, o, (modern reckoning).

e Circomeision of our Lowd took place therefore
on the eighth day, the last day of the Feast, the
“Great Day of the Feast™ of Jolm 7. 57 {* Tabernacles "
had eight days. The Feast of Unleavened Bread lLad
seven days, and Pentecost oue.  See Lev, 2%).

naotea on
be

6. The main argoments agains! the Nativity having
taken place in Decemnber may be set forth very
simply :

{i) The extreme improbability, amounting almost to
impossibility, that Mary, under such cirenmstances, could
have undertaken a journey of about 70 miles {as the
crow flies), through a hill distriet averaging some
2,000 feet above sea-level, in the depth of winter:

(EE Sh.epherda and their flocks would not be found
“abiding ™ (Gr. qr{rmdcﬁj in the open fields at night in
December (Tebeth
there would be no pastorage at that time,
engtom then [as wow) to withdraw the flocks during
the month Marchesean (Oct.-Nov) ! from the open dis-
tricts and house them for the winter,

{iii) The Koman aunthorities in imposing such =
“ gensus taking " for the hated and unpopular * foreign ™

1 It is true that the Lebanon shephends are In the labit of
ke ¢ flooks allve durlng the winter months, by cutting
down branches of trees In the forests In that districy, to feed the
sheep on the leaves and twigs, when in autunim the pastures are
uneé’ up, and fn winter, when snow covers the ground ﬂ‘?
Land and Book, p. 204y but there §s no ovidence that the
Bethlehion district wus afforested in MANnEr.

), for the parmmount renson that
It was the

199
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APPENDIX 179: PARALLEL DATINGS, ETC. (cont.).

tax would not have enforced the imperial decree| Bearing in miod that ol the eourses served together at
(Luke 2. 1) at the most inconvenient and inclement Ibethm&'nﬂf‘!ﬂh.ﬂwdlmﬁnﬂhelwo early “minis.
season of the year, by compelling the peopla to enroll traﬁm"d&huhﬁuhmuhhﬂufa]lmvs:
themselves at their respective “cities'' in December.| Typ firat ! ministration was from 19-18 Chislenm
Inquchnmtha?wwm naturally choose the *line December 6-12,
of least resistance ', and select a time of year that| The second ministration was from 12-15 Bivan =
Mabits a0 pureuits of the Jevsh e worny | - June 18-19 fore
ta a nrs & Jew &, won .
be in the -Emm.u.wh:en the wﬁfﬁ'ﬂl round of the |, 1€ mnnunmeu”l.l m] to Zacharias in the
was complete, and the people generally move, or Tam‘p]b:;“ o %513 Bmmm;}l of;;t{g “'nt]h!:m“ vy
mn liberty to take advautage, as we know e s ehing bie i (Jone 3 thl'llzeﬁ T -

ALY finishing
the opportunity of *going up” to Jerusalem parted to his own house " (Luke 1. 2), which w
[ " g ] as in &
e enat of Taboruaches mi;!;:"’h“ 7. 8710, &), | Gity 3 i * the hill country " of Juda (verse ). i
To take advantage of such & time would be to the M&mﬁmm"!m Course of Abia
Romans the simplest and most natural policy, whereas ﬁ"‘g J.m h’-l:e'l‘o::“l,hlsm'mih: would not be able to
to attempt to enforce the Edict of Registration for the The thirty miles  srobab
purposes of Imperial taxation in the depth of winter,— | , Thethirty m JFmey would probe lfmfd“{g‘-’““
when travelling for such a purpose would have been | °-0, 08, 8 couple of days at least. This] erefore
deeply resented, and perhaps have brought aboat | it ¥? 'lﬂhm?" thaﬂlnnrﬂmud.ﬂ‘mi 1:;;:::&;
ime for the miraculons** coneeption'” £ to
:aﬁvt:l:'uler“na:li“‘:ru]:“ been attempted by such an place on or about the MO{E:EAH ¥ —which would corre-
ugn spond to June 28-24 of that year. The fact of the con-

6. With regard to the other two *Quarter Days ", | ception and its date would necessarily be known at the
June 24, March 25, these are both associated with the | time and afterwards, and henee the 28rd Brvax would
miracalons (Luke 1. 7) “'conception "' and birth of the | henceforth be associated with the conception of John
Forerunner, as December 25 and September 29 are | Baptist as the 1st Tesern would be with that of our Lord.
with our Lord’s miracnlous “ Begetting” and Birth ut the same influences that ily obseured and
and are therefore connected with “the Course of Abish."” presently obliterated the real dates of our Lord's
- Begeitlzf " and Birth, were also at work with regard
111, to those of the Forerunner, and with the same resnits.

. As soon as the troe Hirth day of Christ had been

T s Jr shifted from its proper date, viz. the 16th of Tisri
THE COURSE OF ABIA™ (Luke 1.5). (September 29), and a Festival Day from the P
This was the eighth of the priestly courses of minis- endars snbstituted for it (viz. December 25), :ﬁﬂ
Aration in the Temple (1 Chron. 24, 10}, and occarred, as | everything else had to be altered too.
dl?rg' o&n. twice in ma:a week, boginni Henee I“}mr " in mi intion with March 256
“Courses'’ were EVETY , beginning | (new style necessarily connected with the
each with a Sabbath. The reckoning commenced on inrmnmiﬁ:m. And June 24 made it appearance, as
the 22nd of Tisri or Ethanim ?A b1, 8., This | it still is in our Calendar, as the date of * the Nativily
was the th and last day of the Ig.ul of Taber- | of John the Baptist ", instead of, as it really is, the date
b ¥

ESE
Fa

nacles=the Day of the Feast” (John 7. 37), | of his miraenlons .
and was & Babbath (Lev. 23, a0), The Four “*Quarter Days" may therefore be set
The first course fell by lot to Jehoiarib, and the |forth thus: first in the o ical order of the
eighth to Abia or Abijah {{chm1 4. 1), events with which they are associated, viz.
The conceplion of John Baptist on or about 28rd Brvaw = June 24 in the year 5 B.C.
The ennlsis (Begetting) of our Lord ,, , lst Tesers = December 25 ,, ,, 5
The birth of John Baptist - w wn Ath—Tth Nisaw = March 25-28 ,, ,, 4 ,,
The birth of our Lord " " i 15“1 TISBI = Eep‘hm'ller ﬂﬂ " ™ 4 "
or, placing the two sets together naturally :—
The conception of John 28rd Brvan = June 28-24 w o om B
The birth of John Tth Nreax = March 23-29 o on 4,
The Mirneulous * Begetting ™ 1st TepetHE = December 25 wom 5oy
The Nariviry 16th Tisne = S&Fmb!l' 9 nom 4oy

Reckoning of ?um from Ethanim or Tisvi—the Firs? month of the eivil yenr. The sacred year wos slx months later,

The “clty * 13 not named | bly Jutiah, some 30 miles to the south of Jerusalem).,

Tha mm of Johin ﬂrnapm was, I{n {Is%;riarﬁi.uhu l.';,u mlueuta%:h:;gmltﬂr Tanme ﬁta:l I; is mot o to
inslst upon Eﬂiﬂd EEDERS n the case of Ellzabeth, e birth ¢ Fororunner Ve
beenlmorm.w&::“ ort of the lwhulrlmuandﬁahtjm—ummnnm";Wnume. e

w518 00
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