The Love of Christ in Heavenly Places
Ephesians 1:3-4
Man’s attempt at Love
I John 2:15-17 (KJV)
15
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.
16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world.
17
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for
ever.
Lust of the flesh
Gal 5:16-26 (KJV)
16
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
17
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
18
But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
19
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,
20
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
21
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom
of God.
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
23
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
24
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
25
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
26
Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.

Proverbs 7:18, 24-27 (KJV)
18
Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.
24
Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.
25
Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.
26
For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her.
27
Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

Romans 7:18-25 (KJV)
18
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.
19
For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
20
Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
21
I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.
22
For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:
23
But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
24
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
25
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of
God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
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Lust of the eyes
Proverbs 6:32 (KJV)
32
But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it
destroyeth his own soul.
Matthew 5:27-28 (KJV)
27
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:
28
But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed
adultery with her already in his heart.
2 Samuel 11:2-5, 26-27 (KJV)
2
And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the
roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman
was very beautiful to look upon.
3
And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?
4
And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for
she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.
5
And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child.
26
And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her
husband.
27
And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became
his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.
Pride of Life
Psalms 10:2-4 (KJV)
2
The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they
have imagined.
3
For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD
abhorreth.
4
The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all
his thoughts.
Proverbs 8:13 (KJV)
13
The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward
mouth, do I hate.
Proverbs 16:18 (KJV)
18
Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

Mark 10:17-22 (KJV)
17
And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and
asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?
18
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.
19
Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.
20
And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.
21
Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way,
sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and
come, take up the cross, and follow me.
22
And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.
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The love of God
John 3:16-21 (KJV)
16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him
might be saved.
18
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil.
20
For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved.
21
But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.
I John 4:8-10 (KJV)
8
He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
9
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through him.
10
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins.
John 15:12-13 (KJV)
12
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.
13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Romans 5:1-9 (KJV)
1
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.
3
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4
And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.
6
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
7
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even
dare to die.
8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
Romans 8:37-39 (KJV)
37
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come,
39
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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The love of God through Christ in Heavenly Places
In the study on “The Hope of the Church of the One Body” we looked at the phrase “foundation of the
world”. In doing so we discovered that this phrase occurs ten times in scripture. Seven of them are used
with the words “from or since the foundation of the world”. We found that all seven of these references
pertain to Israel and the calling they have in Abraham.
There are three occurrences where these words appear together with a different time emphasis when it says
“before the foundation of the world”. In these three passages we learn about the love of Christ in heavenly
places.
In John 17 we find the Lord praying in the Garden of Gethsemane to God and Jesus speaks of the love the
God had for him before the foundation of the world.
John 17:22-24 (KJV)
22
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:
23
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
24
Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world.
Next, in 1 Peter we find a description of Jesus and his blood being foreordained before the foundation of
the world as a lamb without blemish or spot.
1 Peter 1:18-20 (KJV)
18
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;
19
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
20
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you,
And finally, in Ephesians 1 we see that he has chosen us (that “us” applies to the church of the one body)
before the foundation of the world. Further, we see we receive the same love that Christ receives and are
holy and without blame (being the same words that were used to describe the precious blood of Christ
being a lamb with blemish or spot).
Ephesians 1:3-4 (KJV)
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
4
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before him in love:
Ephesians 2:4-10 (KJV)
4
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)
6
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
7
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.
8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9
Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.
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Ephesians 3:9-21 (KJV)
9
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
10
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by
the church the manifold wisdom of God,
11
According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:
12
In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.
13
Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.
14
For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15
Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
16
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man;
17
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
18
May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
19
And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.
20
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us,
21
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
Ephesians 5:1-2 (KJV)
1
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;
2
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
The love we have from Christ is in Heavenly Places and we are there with him right now! Isn’t it nice to
know you are loved (Eph 3:17-19)!
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