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◦ WHEN in the Course of human Events,
it becomes necessary for one People to
dissolve the Political Bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the Powers of the Earth,
the separate and equal Station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent Respect to the
Opinions of Mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel
them to the Separation.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness—-That to
secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the
Governed, that whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles,
and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

…
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial
by Jury:
…

We, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the
Rectitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly Publish and Declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free and
Independent States; that they are absolved from all
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
Connection between them and the State of GreatBritain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support
of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection
of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

KJV 1 Samuel 8:1 And it came to pass, when Samuel was
old, that he made his sons judges over Israel.
2 Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name
of his second, Abiah: they were judges in Beersheba.
3 And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside
after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah,
5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons
walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like
all the nations.
6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give
us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the
LORD.1
7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I
should not reign over them. (1 Sam. 8:1-7 KJV)

“Did that which was right in his own eyes”
25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own
eyes. (Jdg. 21:25 KJV)
5 Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside
from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite. (1 Ki. 15:5 KJV)

Jdg. 17:6; 21:25; 1 Ki. 15:5, 11; 2 Ki. 12:2; 14:3; 15:3, 34;
18:3; 22:2; 2 Chr. 24:2; 25:2; 26:4; 27:2; 29:2; 34:2
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