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History of Mother’s Day

In the U.S. Mothers' Day is a holiday celebrated on second Sunday in May. It is a day when children honor 
their mothers with cards, gifts, and flowers. First observance in Philadelphia, Pa. in 1907, it is based on 
suggestions by Julia Ward Howe in 1872 and Anna Jarvis in 1907. 

Although it wasn't celebrated in the U.S. until 1908, there were days honoring mothers even in the days of 
ancient Greece. In those days, however, it was Rhea, the Mother of the gods that was given honor. 

Later, in the 1600's, in England there was an annual observance called "Mothering Sunday." It was 
celebrated during Lent, on the fourth Sunday. On Mothering Sunday, the servants, who generally lived with 
their employers, were encouraged to return home and honor their mothers. It was traditional for them to 
bring a special cake along to celebrate the occasion. 

In the U.S., in 1908 Ana Jarvis, from Grafton, West Virginia, began a campaign to establish a national 
Mother's Day. Jarvis persuaded her mother's church in Grafton, West Virginia to celebrate Mother's Day on 
the anniversary of her mother's death. A memorial service was held there on May 10, 1908 and in 
Philadelphia the following year where Jarvis moved. 

Jarvis and others began a letter-writing campaign to ministers, businessmen, and politicians in their quest to 
establish a national Mother's Day. They were successful. President Woodrow Wilson, in 1914, made the 
official announcement proclaiming Mother's Day a national observance that was to be held each year on the 
2nd Sunday of May. 

Many other countries of the world celebrate their own Mother's Day at different times throughout the year. 
Denmark, Finland, Italy, Turkey, Australia, and Belgium celebrate Mother's Day on the second Sunday in 
May, as in the U.S. 

Some Motherly Advice You May Have Heard

“Always change your underwear; you never know when you'll have an accident.”

“Don't make that face or it'll freeze in that position.”

“Be careful or you'll put your eye out.”

“What if everyone jumped off a cliff? Would you do it, too?”

“You have enough dirt behind those ears to grow potatoes!”

“Close that door! Were you born in a barn?”

“If you can't say something nice, don't say anything at all.”

“Don't put that in your mouth; you don't know where it's been!”
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When God made Mom's

By the time the Lord made mothers, he was into his sixth day of working overtime. An Angel appeared and 
said "Why are you spending so much time on this one?" And the Lord answered and said, "Have you seen 
the specsheet on her? She has to be completely washable, but not plastic, have 200 movable parts, all 
replaceable, run on black coffee and leftovers, have a lap that can hold three children at one time and that 
disappears when she stands up, have a kiss that can cure anything from a scraped knee to a broken heart, 
and have six pairs of hands.

The Angel was astounded at the requirements for this one. "Six pairs of hands! No Way!” said the Angel. 
The Lord replied, "Oh, it's not the hands that are the problem. It's the three pairs of eyes that mothers must 
have!" "And that's just on the standard model?” the Angel asked.

The Lord nodded in agreement, "Yep, one pair of eyes are to see through the closed door as she asks her 
children what they are doing, even though she already knows.  Another pair in the back of her head are to 
see what she needs to know even though no one thinks she can.  And the third pair are here in the front of 
her head.  They are for looking at an errant child and saying that she understands and loves him or her 
without even saying a single word."

The Angel tried to stop the Lord. "This is too much work for one day.  Wait until tomorrow to finish." "But 
I can't!", the Lord protested, "I am so close to finishing this creation that is so close to my own heart.

She already heals herself when she is sick AND can feed a family of six on a pound of hamburger and can 
get a nine year old to stand in the shower!"

The Angel moved closer and touched the woman. "But you have made her so soft, Lord."  "She is soft," the 
Lord agreed, "but I have also made her tough.  You have no idea what she can endure or accomplish."

"Will she be able to think?” asked the Angel. The Lord replied, "Not only will she be able to think, she will 
be able to reason, and negotiate."  The Angel then noticed something and reached out and touched the 
woman's cheek. "Oops, it looks like you have a leak with this model. I told you that you were trying to put 
too much into this one."

"That's not a leak," the Lord objected, "that's a tear!" What's the tear for?” the Angel asked. The Lord said, 
"The tear is her way of expressing her joy, her sorrow, her disappointment, her pain, her loneliness, her 
grief, and her pride."

The Angel was impressed. "You are a genius, Lord. You thought of everything.  WOMEN are truly 
amazing!"

What the Bible says about Mothers

Genesis 3:20 (KJV)
20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

Genesis 2:23-24 (KJV)
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, 

because she was taken out of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 

shall be one flesh.
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Genesis 3:20 (KJV)
20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

Exodus 20:12 (KJV)
12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee.

Levitcus 19:3 (NKJ)
3 'Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and keep My Sabbaths: I am the LORD 

your God.

Proverbs 1:8-9 (KJV)
8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

Proverbs 6:20-22 (KJV)
20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:
21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.
22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, 

it shall talk with thee.

Proverbs 10:1 (KJV)
1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of 

his mother.

Proverbs 31:10, 38 (KJV)
10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.

Ephesians 5:31-33 (KJV)
31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 

two shall be one flesh.
32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see 

that she reverence her husband.

Ephesians 6:1-4 (KJV)
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)
3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.

2 Timothy 1:3-5 (KJV)
3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have 

remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;
4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;
5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 

grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.


