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Malachi 4:5-6 KJV 

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord:  
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

These are the last two verses of the Old Testament.  In these verses, we learn that Elijah is an important 
prophet for the restoration of Israel.  

Who was Elijah the Prophet?   

He seems to have a pretty important job to do with Israel's 
restoration as stated in Mal. 4:5.  The first mention of him in the 
Bible is in 1 Kings 17:1 KJV 

17 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word. 

Elijah (pronounced /ɨˈlaɪdʒə/) or Elias (pronounced /ɨˈlaɪ.əs/) 
(Hebrew: והילא, Eliyahu; Arabic:سايلإ, Ilyās), whose name (El-i 
Jahu) means "Yahweh is God," was a prophet in Israel.  
According to  1 & 2  Kings, Elijah raised the dead, brought fire 
down from the sky, and ascended into heaven in a whirlwind 
accompanied by chariots (2 Kings 2:11). He was well known 
from his battles with the Priests of Ba'al at Mount Carmel in 1 
Kings 18:21-40. In the Book of Malachi, Elijah's return is 
prophesied "before the coming of the great and terrible day of 
the Lord". Partial Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah 

1 Kings 17:17-24 KJV 

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; 
and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said unto Elijah, What 
have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and 
to slay my son? 19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and 
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 20 And he cried unto the 
Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son? 21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and 
said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again. 22 And the Lord heard the 
voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the 
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child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and 
Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man 
of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

Thus the widow knew Elijah was a prophet of God based on the rules given to Israel in Deuteronomy 
18:20-22 

1 Kings 18:36-40 KJV 

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came 
near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in 
Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God. 40 And Elijah said 
unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah 
brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

Elijah is also famous for declaring after this battle that he thought he was the only one who was 
worshipping the Lord correctly when Israel had turned to the image of Baal.  However, we find that 
there were 7000 men who still worship God correctly. 

1 Kings 19:14-18 KJV 

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the 
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to 
take it away. 15 And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness 
of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: 16 And 
Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17 And it 
shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and 
him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him. 

This was also referenced in the New Testament in Romans... 

Romans 11:1-5 KJV 

11:1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not 
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what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, 3 Lord, they 
have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 4 But 
what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not 
bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. 

We learn in James that Elijah was man subject to passions in his work as a prophet 

James 5:17-18 KJV 

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and 
it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. 

Elijah did not die but rather was translated to heaven in a chariot of fire with horses of fire. 

2 Kings 2:9-11 KJV 

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for 
thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be 
upon me. 10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken 
from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11 And it came to pass, as they still went 
on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

We also see Elijah with Moses when the Lord was transfigured in front of his disciples. 

Mark 9:2-4 KJV 

2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high 
mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3 And his raiment became shining, 
exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4 And there appeared unto them Elias 
with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.  

So, when we come back to Malachi and what it promised with the return of Elijah to restore Israel 

Malachi 4:5-6 KJV 

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: 
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

We need to understand the promises that were given to Israel through Abraham Isaac and Jacob so we 
will understand why a restoration was important. 
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The Apostle Paul said it well in Romans 9 that the adoption, glory, covenants, law, service of God, and 
the promises belong to Israel: 

Romans 9:1-4 KJV 

9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2 That I 
have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3 For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 4 Who are Israelites; to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of 
God, and the promises; 

Further, Paul explains in Hebrews 8 that the New Covenant is what is going to spiritually restore Israel so 
they become a nation of priests 

Hebrews  8:7-11 KJV 

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 8 
For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10 For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into 
their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 

That is why Jesus offered the New Covenant at his last supper with the disciples: 

Matt 26:26-28 KJV 

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 

If Israel accepted the New Covenant the they would become a kingdom of priests which was 
prophesized in Isaiah 

Isaiah 61:6 KJV 

6 But ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men shall call you the Ministers of our God: ye shall eat 
the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. 
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1 Peter 2:9 KJV 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

Now, it is a common thought that John the Baptist was Elijah and fulfilled the Malachi prophecy.  Let's 
take a look at the evidence in scripture to see if this was true. 

Luke 1:11-17 KJV 

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 
12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said unto 
him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. 14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 15 
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall 
be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 16 And many of the children of Israel shall 
he turn to the Lord their God. 17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 

John 1:19-27 KJV 

19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they 
asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, 
No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And they 
asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that 
prophet? 26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, 
whom ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose. 

Matthew 11:11-15 KJV 

11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from 
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it 
by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is 
Elias, which was for to come. 15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
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This is an important point made Jesus in verse 14.  If Israel receive John the Baptist message, he would 
have fulfilled the role of Elijah.  This is very common with the promises made to Israel containing an "if 
then" condition. e.g. the promise given to Moses.  

Exodus 19:3-6 KJV 

3 And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt 
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 4 Ye have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. 5 Now therefore, if ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord himself emphasized the role Elijah must play but said that Israel did not respond to his ministry 

Matthew 17:1-13 KJV 

7:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high 
mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4 
Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on 
their face, and were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 
8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 9 And as they came down 
from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen 
again from the dead. 10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must 
first come? 11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. 
12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13 Then the disciples 
understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

Unfortunately, Israel did not respond to John's ministry and in the end, he was beheaded. 

Mark 6:14-29 KJV 

14 And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist 
was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. 15 Others said, 
That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets. 16 But when Herod heard 
thereof, he said, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead. 17 For Herod himself had sent 
forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for 
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he had married her. 18 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. 
19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not: 20 For 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard 
him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on 
his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee; 22 And when the 
daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, the 
king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. 23 And he sware unto 
her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom. 24 And she went 
forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist. 25 And 
she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou give me by and by in 
a charger the head of John the Baptist. 26 And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and 
for their sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her. 27 And immediately the king sent an 
executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 
And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother. 29 
And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

In the end, John the Baptist would have fulfilled the role of Elijah but the if then clause of Israel's 
response to his ministry applied.  They did not receive his ministry so he was not Elijah. 

Since Israel did not accept the ministry of Jesus Christ the if then clause applied to the offering of the 
New Covenant.   

Everything was in place to move into the Day of the Lord but something was revealed that was hidden in 
God from before the foundation of the world that put everything on hold.   

When the Apostle Paul was pleading with the Jewish leaders all day long in Acts 28, he finally declared at 
the end of the chapter that salvation is now sent through the gentiles and they will hear it. This body of 
truth is then revealed in Ephesians. 

Acts 28:23-28 KJV 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he 
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And some believed the things which were 
spoken, and some believed not. 25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after 
that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26 
Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall 
see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 28 Be it known therefore 
unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

http://rightdivision.com/new-covenant/israel-under-new-covenant
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Simply stated, we believe the passage in Acts 28:28-31 is when the Apostle Paul declares to the Jewish 
leadership that the final opportunity for their acceptance of Jesus as Christ 
is over. From that point on the message for the plan of salvation is now 
authorized to be sent from the Gentiles, apart from Israel. Prior to this point 
in scripture, salvation was always either through or with the Jew. At this 
point the nation of Israel has been put on hold but will be still receive the 
promises and blessings made to them through Abraham in the future (when 
Elijah restores the revealed plan of God). 

However, for the first time in scripture, Paul declares that whosoever will 
accept Christ, they become a member of the body of Christ where Christ is 
the head. This is now the beginning of the church which is of His body which 
has its own calling, blessings, and inheritance separate from Israel. To 
explain this “hidden plan”, Paul then begins to write the final 7 books in 
scripture, chronologically (Ephesians, Phillipians, Colossians, Titus, Philemon, 1 Timothy, and 2nd 
Timothy.) The reason we describe this calling as the hidden purpose is that it was hidden in God, before 
the foundation of the world and not revealed until Paul was told to do so in Ephesians 3:9. The primary 
name given to us by the Apostle Paul for the special body of truth during this timeframe is called “The 
Mystery” (Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:25-26) and it is our calling for today. 

You can learn more about Elijah and all of the biblical truths that pertain to prophecy and Israel in the 
book "Elijah's Coming and Other Neglected Prophecies" by C.E. McLain 

 

Chapters in the book 
• Elijah’s Coming 
• The Kingdom of Heaven and The Kindom of God 
• Four Days 
• The Parousia and the Epiphany 
• The Present Administration of God in Man’s Day 
• The Coming Administration of God in The Day of Christ. 
• The Administration of God in the Day of The Lord 
• The Day of God 
• Three Periods of Prophecy 
• Straight Ahead Yesterday’s Book of Acts Awaits Fruition 
• In the Days of These Kings 
• Ezekiel 38 and 39:1-12 
• The Seventy Weeks of Daniel 
• Babylon and the System 
• The Consummation 
•  Bibliography 
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