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“Josephus Son of  
Mathias”
became 
“Flavius Josephus”





All places were also full of  mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested in a high chamber, and as he saw them 
below lying prostrate on the ground, he could not himself  forbear weeping. And when he had been quite worn out 
by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of  his age, and in the 
seventh year of  his reign; for he reigned four years under Caius Caesar, three of  them were over Philip's 
tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of  Herod added to it; and he reigned, besides those, three years under 
the reign of  Claudius Caesar; in which time he reigned over the forementioned countries, and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that he received out of  them were very great, no less than 
twelve millions of  drachme. 

Ant. xix. 8,2 by Josephus



The wars of  the Jews Book 2 by Josephus
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https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/
what-was-the-great-fire-of-rome.html

July 19,AD 64





Tacitus (AD 56 –
120)

• Roman historian

• Mentions Christ in his 
Annals



Such indeed were the precautions of  human wisdom. The next thing was to seek means of  propitiating the gods, and 
recourse was had to the Sibylline books, by the direction of  which prayers were offered to Vulcanus, Ceres, and 
Proserpina. Juno, too, was entreated by the matrons, first, in the Capitol, then on the nearest part of  the coast, whence 
water was procured to sprinkle the fane and image of  the goddess. And there were sacred banquets and nightly vigils 
celebrated by married women. But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of  the emperor, and the propitiations of  the 
gods, did not banish the sinister belief  that the conflagration was the result of  an order. Consequently, to get rid of  the 
report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called 
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign 
of  Tiberius at the hands of  one of  our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked 
for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of  the evil, but even in Rome, where all things 
hideous and shameful from every part of  the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was 
first made of  all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of  
the crime of  firing the city, as of  hatred against mankind. Mockery of  every sort was added to their deaths. Covered 
with the skins of  beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames 
and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and 
was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of  a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. 
Hence, even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of  compassion; for it 
was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's cruelty, that they were being destroyed.

Annals (written ca. AD 116), book 15, chapter 44



Henryk Siemiradzki: 
Nero’s torches



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_emperors
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I want to establish/falsify the following:
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Time-line



Today



Acts 1:6-8

• Paul’s ministry in Acts is colored by the way Acts begins

• Isaiah 49:5,6 – Acts 13:46,47

• Acts 1:8 – Rom 11:7-24, 1Cor 14:21  Provoking of  Israel. 

• Acts 1:9-11
• Dan 7:13-14

• Zech 14:4



Conditional promises: Looming judgment

• KJV Deuteronomy 29:24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done 
thus unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger? 25 Then men shall 
say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers, 
which he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt: 26 For 
they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, 
and whom he had not given unto them: 27 And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book: 28 And 
the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great 
indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day. (Deut. 29:24 KJV)



Third missionary journey
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