
The Apostle Paul – A Chosen Vessel 
Unto Israel, Kings, and Gentiles 

 
Acts 7:57-8:3 (KJV) 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young 

man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when 

he had said this, he fell asleep. 
CHAPTER 8 
1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the 

church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 
3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women 

committed them to prison. 
 
Acts 9:1-20 (KJV) 
1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 

the high priest, 
2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 

whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 
3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light 

from heaven: 
4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard 

for thee to kick against the pricks. 
6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said 

unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him 

by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 
11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in 

the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 
12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he 

might receive his sight. 
13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to 

thy saints at Jerusalem: 
14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 
15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 

before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 
17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother 

Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, 
and arose, and was baptized. 

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the 
disciples which were at Damascus. 

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 
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Children of Israel 
 
Acts 17:1-5 (KJV) 
1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where 

was a synagogue of the Jews: 
2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of 

the scriptures, 
3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and 

that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 
4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great 

multitude, and of the chief women not a few. 
5 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the 

baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of 
Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 

 
Rom 1:13-16 (KJV) 
13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but 

was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 
14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 
15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 

one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
 
2 Pet 3:13-16 (KJV) 
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. 
15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul 
also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction. 
 
Acts 26:20 (KJV) 
20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of 

Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance. 

 
Acts 28:17-20 (KJV) 
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when 

they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in 
me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought 
to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for 
the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 
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Kings 
 
Acts 23:22-30 (KJV) 
22 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and charged him, See thou tell no man that 

thou hast shewed these things to me. 
23 And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to 

Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the 
night; 

24 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor. 
25 And he wrote a letter after this manner: 
26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix sendeth greeting. 
27 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I with an army, 

and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman. 
28 And when I would have known the cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth into 

their council: 
29 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge 

worthy of death or of bonds. 
30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and 

gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Farewell. 
 
Acts 24:22-27 (KJV) 
22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, 

and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your 
matter. 

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid 
none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. 

24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for 
Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and 
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 

26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore 
he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. 

27 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a 
pleasure, left Paul bound. 

 
Acts 25:9-14 (KJV) 
9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to 

Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 
10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I 

done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 
11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if 

there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal 
unto Caesar. 

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? 
unto Caesar shalt thou go. 

13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 
14 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, 

There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix: 
 
Acts 26:1-32 (KJV) 
1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth 

the hand, and answered for himself: 
2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee 

touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: 
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3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the 
Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, 
know all the Jews; 

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our 
religion I lived a Pharisee. 

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: 
7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For 

which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 
8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? 
9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 

Nazareth. 
10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having 

received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against 
them. 

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being 
exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 
13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 

round about me and them which journeyed with me. 
14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the 

Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a 

minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I 
will appear unto thee; 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me. 

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 
20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of 

Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 
22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and 

great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 
23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should 

shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 
24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; 

much learning doth make thee mad. 
25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 
26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that 

none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 
27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 
28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 
29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 

almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. 
30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat 

with them: 
31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing 

worthy of death or of bonds. 
32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not 

appealed unto Caesar. 
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Acts 27:22-25 (KJV) 
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, 

but of the ship. 
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all 

them that sail with thee. 
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 
 
Acts 28:17-20  (KJV) 
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they 

were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in 
me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had 
ought to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for 
the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 

 
Gentiles 
 
Rom 11:11-13 (KJV) 
11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the 

Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 
13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 

office: 
 
Eph 3:1-11 (KJV) 
1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 
2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 

apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 

Christ by the gospel: 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the 

effectual working of his power. 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among 

the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 

world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by 

the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
 
Eph 2:11-15 (KJV) 
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
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14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

 
 
Philemon 1:9 (KJV) 
9 Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an 

one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
1 Tim 2:1-7 (KJV) 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. 

3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour; 

4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. 

5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; 

6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 
7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie 

not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. 
 
2 Tim 1:8-12 (KJV) 
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 

partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; 
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according 

to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 

and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 
11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 
12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I 

have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day. 

 
2 Tim 4:1-8 (KJV) 
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 

dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 

and doctrine. 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 

thy ministry. 
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 

shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
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