Should Halloween be Hallowed?

Galatians 5:19-25: 2 Tim 3:1-17

Halloween

Halloween, also called ALL HALLOWS' EVE or ALL HALLOWS' EVENING a holy
or hallowed evening observed on October 31, the eve of All Saints' Day. In
modern times, it is the occasion for pranks and for children requesting treats or
threatening tricks.

In ancient Britain and Ireland, the Celtic festival of Samhain eve was observed on
October 31, at the end of summer. This date was also the eve of the new year in
both Celtic and Anglo-Saxon times and was the occasion for one of the ancient
fire festivals when huge bonfires were set on hilltops to frighten away evil spirits.
The date was connected with the return of herds from pasture, and laws and land
tenures were renewed. The souls of the dead were supposed to revisit their
homes on this day, and the autumnal festival acquired sinister significance, with
ghosts, witches, hobgoblins, black cats, fairies, and demons of all kinds said to
be roaming about. It was the time to placate the supernatural powers controlling
the processes of nature. In addition, Halloween was thought to be the most
favourable time for divinations concerning marriage, luck, health, and death. It
was the only day on which the help of the devil was invoked for such purposes.

The pagan observances influenced the Christian festival of All Hallows' Eve,
celebrated on the same date. Gradually, Halloween became a secular
observance, and many customs and practices developed. In Scotland young
people assembled for games to ascertain which of them would marry during the
year and in what order the marriages would occur. Many Halloween customs
have become games played by children.

Immigrants to the U.S., particularly the Irish, introduced secular Halloween
customs that became popular in the late 19th century. Mischief-making on this
occasion by boys and young men included overturning sheds and outhouses and
breaking windows, and damage to property was sometimes severe. In later
years, the occasion has come to be observed mainly by small children, who go
from house to house, often in costume, demanding "trick or treat” (the treat, often
candy, is generally given and the trick rarely played). Since 1965, Unicef, an
agency of the United Nations, has attempted to incorporate into the Halloween
observance the collection of money for the United Nations Children's Fund.

A common symbol of Halloween is the jack-o0'-lantern (the name possibly was
derived from that for a night watchman). It is a hollowed-out pumpkin carved in
the appearance of a demonic face and with a lighted candle fixed inside. In
Scotland a turnip was used, but the native pumpkin was substituted in the United
States.
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Exodus 22:18 (KJV) (context — part of the law given to Israel in Exodus 20:1-24:8)
8 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

Leviticus 20:26-27 (KJV)

6 And ye shall be holy unto me: for | the LORD am holy, and have severed you
from other people, that ye should be mine. 27 A man also or woman that hath
a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall
stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

Deuteronomy 18:9-14 (KJV)

9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou
shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not
be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass
through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits,
or awizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all that do these things are an
abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy
God doth drive them out from before thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with the
LORD thy God. 14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto
observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not
suffered thee so to do.

1 Samuel 15:22-24 (KJV)

22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast
rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 24
And Saul said unto Samuel, | have sinned: for | have transgressed the
commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because | feared the people, and
obeyed their voice.

1 Samuel 28:6-25 (KJV)

6 And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by
dreams nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek
me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her.
And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit
at Endor. 8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went,
and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, | pray
thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom | shall
name unto thee. 9 And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what
Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the
wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause
me to die? 10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth,
there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 11 Then said the
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woman, Whom shall | bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 12
And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman
spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 13 And
the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman said
unto Saul, | saw gods ascending out of the earth. 14 And he said unto her, What
form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a
mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to
the ground, and bowed himself. 15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou
disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, | am sore distressed; for the
Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth
me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore | have called thee,
that thou mayest make known unto me what | shall do. 16 Then said Samuel,
Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee,
and is become thine enemy? 17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by
me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy
neighbour, even to David: 18 Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD,
nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this
thing unto thee this day. 19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee
into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with
me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.
20 Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid,
because of the words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; for he had
eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night. 21 And the woman came unto Saul,
and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, thine handmaid
hath obeyed thy voice, and | have put my life in my hand, and have hearkened
unto thy words which thou spakest unto me. 22 Now therefore, | pray thee,
hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of
bread before thee; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on
thy way. 23 But he refused, and said, | will not eat. But his servants, together
with the woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their voice. So he arose
from the earth, and sat upon the bed. 24 And the woman had a fat calf in the
house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake
unleavened bread thereof: 25 And she brought it before Saul, and before his
servants; and they did eat. Then they rose up, and went away that night.

1 Chronicles 10:13-14 (KJV)

13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD,
even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it; 14 And inquired not of
the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of
Jesse.
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2 Chronicles 33:1-34:2 - 2 Chronicles 33:1 (KJV)

33:1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
fifty and five years in Jerusalem: 2 But did that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD had cast out
before the children of Israel. 3 For he built again the high places which Hezekiah
his father had broken down, and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made
groves, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. 4 Also he built
altars in the house of the LORD, whereof the LORD had said, In Jerusalem shall
my name be for ever. 5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the
two courts of the house of the LORD. 6 And he caused his children to pass
through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom: also he observed times,
and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar
spirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of the LORD, to
provoke him to anger. 7 And he set a carved image, the idol which he had
made, in the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his
son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen before all the tribes of
Israel, will I put my name for ever: 8 Neither will | any more remove the foot of
Israel from out of the land which | have appointed for your fathers; so that they
will take heed to do all that | have commanded them, according to the whole law
and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. 9 So Manasseh
made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the
heathen, whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel. 10 And
the LORD spake to Manasseh, and to his people: but they would not hearken.

11 Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king
of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters,
and carried him to Babylon. 12 And when he was in affliction, he besought the
LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 13
And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, and heard his supplication,
and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that
the LORD he was God. 14 Now after this he built a wall without the city of David,
on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate,
and compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put
captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. 15 And he took away the
strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the LORD, and all the altars that
he had built in the mount of the house of the LORD, and in Jerusalem, and cast
them out of the city. 16 And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed
thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the
LORD God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high
places, yet unto the LORD their God only. 18 Now the rest of the acts of
Manasseh, and his prayer unto his God, and the words of the seers that spake to
him in the name of the LORD God of Israel, behold, they are written in the book
of the kings of Israel. 19 His prayer also, and how God was intreated of him, and
all his sin, and his trespass, and the places wherein he built high places, and set
up groves and graven images, before he was humbled: behold, they are written
among the sayings of the seers. 20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they
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buried him in his own house: and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 21 Amon
was two and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned two years in
Jerusalem. 22 But he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as did
Manasseh his father: for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which
Manasseh his father had made, and served them; 23 And humbled not himself
before the LORD, as Manasseh his father had humbled himself; but Amon
trespassed more and more. 24 And his servants conspired against him, and
slew him in his own house. 25 But the people of the land slew all them that had
conspired against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his son
king in his stead. 34:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years. 2 And he did that which was right
in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways of David his father, and
declined neither to the right hand, nor to the left.

Acts 19:1-20 (KJV)

19:1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He
said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto
John's baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues,
and prophesied. 7 And all the men were about twelve.

8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three
months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. 9
But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way
before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples,
disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. 10 And this continued by the space
of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 11 And God wrought special miracles by the
hands of Paul: 12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick
handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil
spirits went out of them. 13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took
upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus,
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were seven
sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil
spirit answered and said, Jesus | know, and Paul | know; but who are ye? 16
And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them,
and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded. 17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at
Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified. 18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their
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deeds. 19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books
together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them,
and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So mightily grew the word of God
and prevailed.

Galatians 5:19-25 (KJV)

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as | have
also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

2 Timothy 3:1-17 (KJV)

1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds,
reprobate concerning the faith. 9 But they shall proceed no further: for their
folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. 10 But thou hast fully
known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,
11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at
Lystra; what persecutions | endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.
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